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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 24 November 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
from the basis for the rejections under this section made in this office action: 
1 . A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



2. Claims 1-9 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (e) as being anticipated by 
Azuma, U.S. 6,938,158 B2. 



Consider claim 1, Azuma teaches a method for accessing Internet resources 
provided by at least a content server in a data transmission system including a proxy 
connected to the Internet network, said proxy being adapted to perform form-based 
authentication of a user when receiving a user request for Internet resources therefrom, 
and wherein said proxy transmits the user request to said content server which sends 
back a response to the proxy; said method comprising the following steps: 

• Transmission from said proxy to a Single Sign On (SSO) Server of said 
user request together with credentials associated with said user (See 
claim 1) 
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• Filling by said SSO server of a login form obtained from said content 
server, said form being filled using said credentials (see claim 1 ) 

• Transmission by said content server to said SSO server of a response to 
said user request after receiving the filled login form from said SSO server 
(see Fig. 6 the diagram showing the contents server response to user 
request), said response being then sent back to said proxy (see Fig. 2 
and Col. 3, lines 60-65) 

• Transmission by said proxy of the requested information to said user, said 
information being contained in said response (Col. 1, lines 28-31). 

Consider Claim 2, Azuma teaches wherein said SSO server has at its disposal 
a configuration file for obtaining and filling said login form, said configuration file 
providing information about said content server (Col. 1, lines 60-67). 

Consider Claim 3, Azuma teaches wherein the configuration file includes 
information including at least one of an URL of a login page, a location of said login 
page, a name of an input field used for "username" and a name of an input field used 
for "password." (Abstract and Col. 1, lines 17-19 and lines 26-28). 

Consider Claim 4, Azuma teaches wherein said response from said content 
server sent back to said proxy includes at least one cookie specific to said content 
server (Col. 1 , lines 28-30). 
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Consider Claim 5, Azuma teaches further comprising an initial step of 
transmitting by said user a first request to said proxy invoking an external URL 
configured in said proxy, said proxy sending back an authentication challenge to said 
user in order to verify the user credentials and checking whether the user credentials 
correspond to a valid user (Col. 3, lines 50-66). 

Consider Claim 6, Azuma teaches wherein subsequent requests after said user 
request transmitted by said user are forwarded directly from said proxy to said content 
server, the responses containing the requested information being transmitted directly to 
said proxy by said content server (see claim 5). 

Consider Claim 7, Azuma teaches data transmission system including a proxy 
connected to the Internet network and at least a content server to which a user can gain 
access through said proxy, said proxy being associated with authentication means 
adapted to perform form-based authentication of the user when receiving a user request 
for Internet resources therefrom and wherein said proxy transmits the user request to 
said content server which sends back a response to said proxy (see claim 1 and 3) 

Said authentication means comprising a Single Sign-On (SSO) server adapted 
to obtain a login form from said content server when receiving said user request from 
said proxy, to fill said login form using the credentials associated with said user and to 
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send back the filled login form to said content server, so that said content server can 
provide the requested information after authentication of said user (see claim 3 and 5). 

Consider Claim 8, Azuma teaches wherein said SSO server has at its disposal 
a configuration file for obtaining and filling said login form, said configuration file 
providing information about said content server such as the URL of the login page (Col. 
1 , lines 60-67). 

Consider Claim 9, Azuma teaches wherein the configuration file includes 
information including at least one of an URL of a login page (col. 1, lines 60-67), a 
location of said login page, a name of an input field used for "username" and a name of 
an input field used for "password." (CoL 7, lines 28-30). 

Consider Claim 11, Azuma teaches that the SSO server is integrated within said 
proxy (see claim 3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Azuma, 
U.S. 6,938,158 B2. 

Consider claim 10, Azuma does not expressly teach that the SSO server is 
external to the proxy. However, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the device of Azuma to have the SSO server external to the proxy so 
as to simplify the programming and allow sharing of each program by other. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ibrahim Hossain whose telephone number is 571-272- 
9593. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Stucker can be reached on 571-272-9821. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) 



Conclusion 



01/10/2007 



SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 




